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Since thic is my( final report as a Uik3CU expert in the sorvice
of the Centro Braslleiro de resqulsas Bducaclonals, L shall make 1t
a kind of summary and evaluatlon of what L have obsevved and thought
about during the past 2-1/2 yvears. It will necessarily be somewhat
eritical, and will not express at all my very roal affection for vra-
z11l and the Drazilians and my appreciation for thelr courleay and
thelr generoslty to me.

Incidentally, I an technically a co-Director of the Centro ra-
glleiro de tesculsas aducaclonals, and with my departuro there wlll
be no co-ireccor. Thisg would be a good tine for MIEICO to svudy Llts
relatlons with thoe C2PH and to ralse any questlons 1t may want concern-
Ine~ the future, with Dr, Anlsio Yelxelra and hils colleagues in the
Uentro.

The Growth of the Centro ond the Reglonal Contros,

"he Rio Tontro was egtablished in December, 1755, In hay, 1997
the Centro woved '‘nto its present quarters In Lotafogo, whore 1t 1s
adequabtely houaed, 'n this bulldling, In additlion Lo the Hesearch
Stalf of ithe feniro, thoere 1s the Iibravv, viddeh 19 the best educatlon
library 1n Srazil and is steadlly prowing better; the vocunonvation
Cenber which serves all of Brazll on wxesuiona ol educatlonal documen-
tatlon; the gectlon on iyblicatlons wiere are edited the itevista lirae-
silelra de :mstudos Pedubogi 208 and ducavuo o Cienclas Jocials; mho
Center for Audlo-Visual Materials; and the ‘training Course for isocial
sesearchers,

vhe teglonal Contros have been ostablishied throuch agreements he-
tween the lilnlstry of sducatlon and certaln svate Departments of wduca-
tion and Universlties. They are: 380 Yaulo, the lenlonal Centro bolng
housaed in tue new Cidade UHIVGPSLbaPi&, koruo Alonlo, wlth an adsquate
houge nsar bthe centoer of the city; ‘elo .orizonte, with a sulte of
rooms 1in the bullding of the itate natliuto de uduQAan, @»alvador,
with a fine old manslon in a sconic locatlon; and Recifo, with a fine
0ld colonial honse on the edge or the city. Yhe Reclfe Cenitro 1s only
& few monthg old, but hag potten off to a rapld start under the direct-
1on of (ilberto vreyre and the Unlversity of Itecile, 'he Sio ranlo
Centro has a ;rowling library and has boen especlally attractlve as a
place (or seminars and long-term courses, becaunse there 1ld so much
rood class-room and study space.

T'unetions of the entrog

‘e Contron have four functlons:
1. WDocumenstation and lublicatlon.

“e In-service tralninge of touchery, esnocclally of tormal
selool Laachoers

%e Lreparation of books and other alds Lo teachors, ospcclally
sceondary ~achioel toochers.

e diteatlonal Hosoarch,



These functions are emphasized to different degrees 1n differ-
ent places, e ltlo Centro is the only one which Jorks systematlical-
ly at all four. All Centros do somethlng wlth the in-servico educa-
tlon of teachors. Bducabional Research is stressed at u&o Paulo, Rio
end ilecife, while Porto Alepre does some research, Delo torisgonte a
little, and 3alvador none, )

In any case, these Centros are all substantial organizatlons,
quite well supported by the HMHinlstry of Iducation, through ITEP, the
Institute of FPedagoglcal Studies headed by Anlsio Telxeira; and re-
ceilving a fair amount of support from the state Departmentsof Zduca-
tlon.

‘he Research Proaram of the Centros

TN C0 was asiked to heln 1n the development ol the NHesearhhh r1o-
gram of the Centros, and consequently this functlon deserves apecial
atbentlion and an attempt at critical evaluation. 1ho evaluation can
be made at two levels.

Mrst, what about the quality of the roescecarch done at the Cenrtrons,
and how hag UNZEJ00 been related to this? Of coursg i1t is carly to
answer this quesstion, since none but bLtho tlo and 380 faulo Centroa have
had as much as two years of life. ‘tho 580 Paulo research program has
not finished much as yoet. The 1lo program has been productive, large-
ly throuzh the work done by the UlE.CO staflfl. ‘'he work of ieriram
Hutechinson and of Andrew Pearse and thelr Brazllisn asslstants lg the
p*inclpal rosearch nroduct ol the lo Centire. ésides thls thore have
been studles published by Apareclda “ouveola and there have beon some
pllot community studles mado by the Lrazlllon staff wlth advice from
N300 sealfs. In addltion tlhiere have been some surveys ol educatlon
in varlous gtates and nome general studies of Drazll, made by brazillans,.

L think 1¢ 1s fair to say that, up to date, the worl done in the
field of educhuional goclology by the Contro has been established at a
fairly high lovel of perflormance throushr the T:a500 stvaff,.

this Judromensc slould notc conceal the very reat woealniess of the
tio Zentro and of tlie other Centros iu the researc!. area, ''he basic
problem is ono of mersonnel on the Drazlllan side. ‘there is a scarcil-
ty ol pooplo at the Llovel ol "chief ol rcsearch projoct" - people aged
720=l15, who are well past the PL.I» sbage and capable of planning and
carrylns throush an independent roesearch, ‘theore havo 1ot bhoon enough
guch people to stall the Rio Ceuntbtro, let alonae the iegional Coentros.

“Consequently, the notlon of a unisCO experi worldng with hils
'opposite nunbor" and slowlng him how .to de corcain ilngs has been
fmperfectly recallized. 1 would not say that iv has not beon roalized
at all, but 1t has not been realized to a satlsfactory extent,

"Ten we move Go thie gocond lovel ol avaluation wo ares faco-io-
Tace witlh thls oroblem. 'The question av the socond lovel 1s - what
auality of organlzation for rescarch lgs thero in tho filo and the le-
mional “entros? and how 1s MLLCO concributing to thlis? 'The answor
nuat he that nono or the Centros has doveloved to the vpolnt whore 1t
has n pood research program, primarlly bocausc of laclk of staflf at the
lovel of chilel of rosearclh; project.

™ig 18 Qﬁro lom for tho Prazllians, and thero 18 not much that
WeaCG can do about Lt., It Ls a problem of Drazillan socloty - of the
atatng and Lho career posslbllliles of poople (egpecially men) 1n the
FLold of oducaslion and In the field of gocial sclenco reseavch, YU
willl be solved by uwlo fovrce of ovonts, but the solutlon may be slow
in coming,
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continually raise the guestion of tho lovel of expericnce and matu-
rLty of the Brazilians who will work with the UHs3CO experts. Lhe
oxnerlience of Solon kimball this year ahould pive some indlcabtion

of the way things will fo. “‘he hio Centro may be able to use Kimball
as a consultant to 1ts people working on Communlty Studles, and thoy
are a falrly experliuvnced lot. [If thls stalf is keptl topoether and
works effectively this year, kimball can help thoem and this will pro-
mlse well for the futuro.

Other Forms ol UNRICO Asslstance.

There 18 the possibllity of UUESICO asgistance to the Centro in
,other ways. “The use of Iellowships mlght be expanded, so as to send
geveral promising and already falrly mature Brazillans to furope or
to tho USA for worl 1n rescarcli centors where they could et the kind
ol ripening that would develop thom into potontial leaders of rescarch
pProjects,

Another posgsibillty 1s to use TI3C0 experts, on Sther aspects of
education than researci, Ior example, vadam Iriule of Mrance (I mspect-
or of primary schools) wlll come to the Ceniro to act as an adviger in
thie fleld of prinary oducation. Also, therc has been some discussion
of bringing an expert in primary cducasion to work wlth brazilians on
problems oi education in the depressed iortheast arca of Brazll, ‘“hese
would be practlcal oducators, comin; not as research experts but as
experts on pracilcal school problems,

If there is to be a policy ol bringing, suchi people, 1t should be
workoed out carofully. “or instanco, 1t 19 cssenclial that such a por-
gon spealk iorsuguose or cpanlsh, or be wllling to use several months
in learning tho languare. Othorwlse, he will be unable to communicate
with the pcoplec with wihom ho must worlk. Yhils 18 more important for the
practlcal educatvor than tor the rasearch oxpert, who can cowunbt on ind-
ing a nunmber oi regearch woriers who know lrvenciy cor snglish.,  Apaln,
guch & p=rson should have experionce with: educatlon in a Latin cultiure,
otherwise he will need gsoveral months in order Lo understand tho mentval
approach of the people he 1s woridng with, to understand how an cduca-
tional system 1o aduinisvered in this lkidnd ol socletye.

Iy PPergonal Actlvitios,

oy own tork since June can bo summariced as follows:

L have madeo tirco visits co thae JlisCy sominar in cao raulo, help-
Ling, vhere s could.

on sevoomber I, 1 spolke to the Jao raulo i'sychologlecal Soclety on
our researc’ ab the intvevrsity ol Chicaso concerning; the vesenvolviwmen-
bo da Jersonalidade -oral,.

ey

Host of my Gl has pone to the proparation of the ULu3T0 booll of
Norldnps on Soelony and dueabtlon In Latin Amerieca I'or bhe i@ jov projocis
At the Pirost ol avcvelb T found that I would hav: Lo preparce tuwese
chaptors which i had asaslened to a lLexican colloapuo, and thls lepit wme
bugy Jduring, that month,

vith Jolon Limball 1 lLiave wmade thweo intceroesilng Lrips, ab the
expento ol the Yentro., o vislted tho three pilot projects ol the
Campoalon Aatosb Lllisoracy, wiitel 13 hoeadod by oberto iorelra, fomiar-
Ly hoad ol thce slannlng of nosearch l'or thoe Centro. “he Contro gtaff
g now dotns vescarcly on thege pllou communlttes. Wo visltod vho twin
comnuri blos oi Leopoldlna and Catnguaoges 1n Linas uorais, whoro the
projoct started lai vebrnary. ‘When we wenl uvo unbalao, In che gtase
of Colaz, wioro tho third nilot project 1v just starting. on chis corip
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we viglted Uolania and Prasilia, tho new capital, and came away con-
vinced that the future of trazil lles in the oxpansion into ths in-
berior. Vinally wve vislted Wihuwbauba, in the state of Pornambuco,
vhero the second pilot project las been started. Also wo visitod

the Repional Centro at ‘leclfe, and took a two-day Jeep trlp west from
Reclfe to Arco Verde, on the edge of the Seriao, the desert area,
3oth of us now have a wmore favorable impression of podsibillities in
the “lortheast, which ls thought to be u problem area for Brazil,

Mnally, I have beeon helping %o plan the next phase of tho study
of ifallure and rromotion in the Primuvy schools, whleir ls belng ade
by Centro stoff under the direction ol ©pr. lozer ~eguln,

I plan to loave Lilo on Je; tember 20th, to retwrn bto Shica o with
brief stops at Jogota, natemnla and nexico Clty.





