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SUMMARY 
 
This document briefly reports on the proposal of the Government of the 
Republic of Sudan to establish a Regional Centre for Capacity Building 
and Research in Water Harvesting in Sudan as a category 2 centre 
under the auspices of UNESCO. 
 
The Bureau may wish to endorse this proposal towards the 
establishment of the proposed centre and make the appropriate 
recommendations for its consideration at the 19th session of the 
Intergovernmental Council of the IHP in accordance with the IHP 
strategy for UNESCO’s category 1 and category 2 water-related centres 
(document IHP/Bur-XL/8 rev. (Consolidated). 

 
 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001532/153286E.pdf
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Regional Centre for Capacity Building and Research in Water Harvesting (Sudan) 
 
1. This document describes a proposal by the Government of the Republic of Sudan to 
establish a Regional Centre for Capacity Building and Research in Water Harvesting in 
Sudan.  
 
2. On 11 March 2009, the Minister for Irrigation and Water Resources, Government of 
the Republic of Sudan, presented to the Director-General a proposal for the establishment of 
a Regional Centre for Capacity Building and Research in Water Harvesting in Sudan as a 
category 2 centre under the auspices of UNESCO (see Annex).  
 
3. The proposed centre intends to act as a centre of excellence in rainwater harvesting 
through research, capacity building and information networking at the national, regional and 
international level. The proposed centre will enhance the attainment of the Millennium 
Development Goals by securing agriculture water supplies through rainwater harvesting in 
sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia and will therefore greatly help towards food security, 
poverty alleviation and minimisation of conflicts over limited resources. The proposed Centre 
envisages strong cooperation with UNESCO chairs and centres and with the UNESCO-IHE 
Institute for Water Education. The proposed centre has very strong political support from the 
Government of Sudan. The proposal refers to strong financial guarantees, up-to-date 
infrastructures with technical laboratories, computer rooms, teaching facilities and 
accommodation for students through the existing facilities of the Hydraulic Research Station 
and future custom built facilities for the operations of the proposed centre. 
 
4. The initial proposal submitted by the Government of Sudan needs to be further 
aligned with document 33 C/19 related to the principles and guidelines for the establishment 
and functioning of UNESCO institutes and centres (category 1) and institutes and centres 
under the auspices of UNESCO (category 2), as approved by the General Conference in 33 
C/Resolution 90 especially in terms of legal identity, governance structure and distinct 
financial and administrative autonomy from the existing Hydraulic Research Station. 
 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001403/140303e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001428/142825e.pdf#page=150
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0014/001428/142825e.pdf#page=150
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ANNEX 
 

Letter and proposal from the Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources of the 
Republic of Sudan for the establishment of a Regional Centre for Capacity Building 

and Research in Water Harvesting in Sudan as a category 2 centre under the auspices 
of UNESCO 
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