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aseription of Nan Madol

Nan Madol.the Ancent Sea Uity of the Pacih

Nan Madol is the ruin of a megalithic civilization composed of 95 small to large artificial islets made mostly of basalt.
The islets are scattered over an expanse of ocean covering roughly 1.5 km x 0.7 km off the shore of Pohnpei Island,
Micronesia. According to archaeological studies, construction of the islets began around 500 AD), and the Saudeleur
Dynasty of chiefs expanded on its initial construction until abour 1200 AD). According to oral tradition the Saudeleur
Dynasty was conquered by lsokelekel, a young warrior from the island of Kosrae located 480 km east of Nan Madol,
sometime around 1500 to 1600 AD,

The complex of ruins is composed of palaces, temples, mortuaries, and residential sectors, with each of the 95 islets
having its own name and oral history. The network of canals separating the islets suggests that the residents of Nan Madol
traversed the islands across the canals via canoe,

MNan Madol is proof that a mighty, ancient dynasty previously existed in Pohnpei, and it is now regarded as a sacred
place by local residents. Furthermore, it is one of the largest and most spectacular ruins in the Pacific Ocean, which covers
one-third the Earth’ s surface, and is an important landmark that displays the pinnacle of Pacific Ocean culture. In these
respects, Nan Madol is undeniably a ruin that has prominent universal value to all of humanity.
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Column 2: Oral tradition

Each.of the 935 islets of Nan Madol has its own name and an-oral tradition

that tells of its origin
Legend has it that there were once two brothers named Olosiphaand

Olosopha, who created the artificial [slets, working their way down from
"upper” Nan Madol in the northeast to "lower” Nan Madol in the southwest,
with the cooperation of the local residents of each area. The center of upper
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the island lie buried in a central tomb: During indigenous war-time
pecple of Nan Madol offered a local brew called sakau (known elsewhere as
kava) ta the spirits of the great leaders and prayed for victony. Important
meetings about the affalrs hie dynasty were also held in Nandauwas
Meanwhile, Pahnkadira in lower Man Madol was the residential sector of the

chiefs, and served an impartant role as the religious and administrative
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Based on studies conducted to date, it is believed that hurnanity first set foot on Pohnpei Island 2000 years ago, and that the first settlers were

slecd northward from around Melanesia
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State of Conservation at

the Nan Madol Site

Nan Madol  still speaks eloquently of the lost megalithic civilization
that it once was, but there are various issues that need to be addressed
concerming its preservation.

One of those issues is the risk of physical collapse of the city itself.
Some of the structures that were built by stacking huge basalt rocks
have already begun to collapse.

For example, the artificial islet of Karian, which faces the open sea,
is conspicuously eroded by high waves, and is at risk of suffering even

greater wave damage as a result of the recent climate change.
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Another issue is the adverse impact of plants that flourish

in the ruins. There are in fact many stone structures that are

falling apart due to the extension of tree roots. The growth

of mangrove trees inside the canals that interconnect the

artificial islets is another concern, as the trees are blocking

the low of water through the canals, causing mud to

accumulate in them, and spoiling the beautiful appearance

of Nan Madol as a city floating on the sea. The recent climate

change might also be -.ti'l"l.:cring the exuberance of plant life in
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wsing mud to accumulate in the cana efforts are needed to properly understand and address the

risks I'-.iu.'in;_[ MNan Madol. Foremost in in'l]mrrnnu: is for the

international community to cooperate and act as a whole in

addressing issues regarding the preservation of the ruins as

a hq_'rltalgc of all ]unmlni't_t', and not the sole T:_'Hpnnsﬂ}i]ir_\'

of the local residents and authorities concerned.,




Phaota :

A - High Commilssioner Midkiff and staff at Nan Madol (N-2360.02)
B - Family with cance full of breadfruit passing through Man Madaol, UN photo (N-1893c.04) £
C - Sakau ceremony, Ponape (N-20a) Fion
D - Ponapeans at Nan Madal, photo by Ted Huggins (N-237703)

Phato credits:

Trust Tesritary Photo Archives, Pacific Collection, University of Hawaii-Manoa Library
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In the middle of the Pacific Ocean lie the ruins
of an ancient city off the shore of the island of
Pohnpei in the Federated States of Micronesia.
Itis Nan Madol, a ruin that is often called the
“Venice of the Pacific,” and whose unparalleled
uniqueness, enormity, and magnificence has
continued to intrigue many people.intrigue
many people.
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