
























































Problem Ne 1: Overpopulation

civic and public life. = What, in the
result, is the attitude of the young
towards authority in all its forms? Do

they feel free? Do they want to be.

free? Do they feel what freedom is?
In other words, do they intend to play
an active part in the life of the com-
munity, with a fully developed sense of
their responsibilities ? .

. On the whole, and despite very real
grounds for apprehension, Japanese

youth are notf pessimists. The majority -

think that living conditions through-

out the world will become progressively -
better and the youngest age groups are

frankly optimistic.

However attached they may be to
tradition, the Japanese waste no tlme
on futile regret for the
past. In one of the -
groups interviewed,
barely 7 % said they
would have preferred
to llve in a past era,
37 % preferred the
_future while 41 %
(54 % of the men)
were content with the
present. The Japanese put their trust
in their capacity for hard work and
in technology which they admire most
in foreign nations and which they most
wish to import.

The chief cause of their difficulties,
as they =see if, is overpopulation.
The population problem, in fact, has
become the most important question
since the war and both the government
and civil institutes are studying ways
to solve it. The population is increas-
ing at the rate of one million persons
a year —— latest statistics show a rise
from 83 million in October 1950 to 87

million in October 1953. In 1950 the-

Japanese National Public Opinion Re-
search Institute asked what should be
done to remedy the shortage of food,
housing and employment; over-popula-
tion was mentioned in 60 % of the
replies, and the same investigation
showed that -the younger generation
was considerably better informed on
the problem than their elders. Many
public opinion polls have been made on
this question since the war. Family
_planning has been advanced by many
Japanese as a way of solving the prob-

lem. However, other views are strong-’

ly advanced : planned emigration,
and the introduction of reforms to eli-
minate social inequalities.

*

As far as the general economic pic-
ture is concerned, Japanese youth are

not highly critical and seem to prefer -

personal solutions to their financial
and material problems. Do they have
a more independent gttitude toward
political institutions or do they conti-
nue to follow the traditional path of
submission to higher authority? Unes-
co’s enquiry seems to indicate that the
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83 million in 1950
87 million by 1953

-ces surveyed, though,

latter is both }nore prevalent and more

deeply rooted but with some reserves. -

Japanese/youth are making a real
effort to break away from the political
thinking of the past and the heroes

and rulers of yesterday are being repu--

diated. The following question was

- put by one of Unesco’s investigators to

youth in Tokyo : “Do you think that
the ideas of Japan’s military and polit-
ical leaders between 1930 .-and 1940

were basically correct though these

leaders were unable to achieve their

aims ?” A total of 49 % said that the |,

ideas were wrong, but 26 % thought

* they were correct up_ to a point while
. 15 % considered them correct.

The new watchword “freedom” has
_been greeted with en-
thusiasm by young
people but they do not
think it is as new as
all that. “In the Heian
era”, said one 19-year-
old sales girl, “we tried
to find it and now
we're trying again.” A
majority of the young-
er generation, though, do not feel that

-democratic regimes such as those in

Great Britain, France or the U.S. would
be suitable’ for present-day Japan.
This does not mean that they reject
democracy but rather that they are
searching for a “Japanese democracy”
which has still to be created. * Every
nation is different”, they say, “so each
country’s system must differ too.”

On the whole political activity or
interest on the part of the young is
not very marked though it is slightly
greater than among adults. Young

_ people living in the towns furthermore

are more politics-conscious than those
living in the villages.

In the face of the civil authontxes
Japanese youth appears to have more
independence though this attitude is
still more the exception than the rule.

Thus ~while most Japanese (70 %)
think that citizens should be able to
discuss public affairs in general the

- view that this should

be left exclusively to
the government- is
quite common in the
rural areas for all age
groups. In all instan-

the younger the indi-
viduals questioned the
more they maintain
that expression of opinion should be

" as free as possible. When the investiga-

tion is pressed {further,’
their

however,
certainty about "“freedom of

speech and the right of discussion -

begins to crumble and authority re-
covers all its prestige. Women tend to
hold aloof from civic life and do not
generally take sides in situations where
the civil authority is implicated.

Up until the end of the last war the
Emperor was the supreme head of the
traditional political structure of Japan.

The terms of the Japanese surrender

. investigation in this

- cial holidays.

All f-an atifc ism

must be excluded

on 15 August 1945 put an end to the

" absolute power of the Emperor and to

the bases for the blind subjection of

_the -people to Imperial power.

Have these changes, in-effect, meant
an end to the traditional Emperor
worship, particularly amongst the
young people? Reporting on Unesco’s
respect, Mr.
Stoetzel remarks that “not a few
traces of the traditional devotion to
the Emperor are still to be found in the
young.”

*

In one of the polls conducted the
following question was asked : “Al-
though Tojo has been sent to the
gallows as a war criminal, the Emper-
or, who declared war on the United
States of America, was not regarded as
a war criminal. Do you think this is
reasonable or unreasonable? ” The
vast majority — about 78 % — thought
it reasonable : the commonest reply
(73 %) was that after all, under the
dictatorship of Tojo, the Emperor had

. no real power; in 5 % of the replies the

point was also made that it was the
Emperor who gave the cease-fire order
over the radio.

The Emperor remains, at the very
least, the symbol of the nation, not
merely on paper but in the hearts and
minds of the people. This.was the-
view of 74 % of the young people ques-
tioned in Tokyo. As regards Emperor-
worship, 17 % of the same group had
no opinion about it, 37 % had_objec-
tions to it, but the majority, 46 %, still
thought it good or even necessary.

Attachment to Imperial and national
traditions thus remains very strong.
The great annual celebration of the
foundation of the Empire, on February
11, is now omitted from the list of offi-
But 85% of the younyg
people questioned in one series of polls
favoured the revival of Empire Day.
The -comments are worthy of note :
“ Reviving Empire Day is a good idea;
’ but all displays of
. fanaticism must be

rigorously excluded. No

attempt must be made
to treat a myth as if
it were the truth.” *“I
am in favour of reviv-
ing Empire Day but
only as a way of
marking the birth of
the new Japan. We should therefore
change its name.” ’

These remarks give us an idea of the
sincere- desire for reform which exists
among some of the people. On the
whole, however, the replies confirm
one extremely important fact — that
the youth of Japan have preserved
intact their sense of continuity with
their country’s most distant past and
retain a sharp awareness of Japanese

history even in its mythological
aspects. For today’s Japanese youth,

Japan is still a nation with a past.





































































From the Unesco Newsroom

‘GOODWILL FROM
WALES: Every year on May 18
a remarkable international
event takes place when the boys
and girls of Wales greet by radio
the boys and girls of the whole
world. For thirty-two years they
have sent out their message
by wireless, and this year, 1954,
with as much enthusiasm as
ever. Their goodwill message
said, in part, *“We rejoice today
in all the efforts of men and
women of every race and peo-
ple who are doing their best to
set the world free from war. By
our confidence and courage, by
our thoughts and deeds we can
help to spread a new spirit
throughout the world”. May
18th 1s the anniversary of the
first official Peace Conference
at The Hague in Holland in
1899.

% THE U.N. STORY: E/forls
to make the people of the
Pacific more aware oj the
work of the United Naiions
have been spurred by a se-
minar on teaching about its
work and aboul international
understanding which  has
been held at the University
of the Philippines in Manila.
The seminar was arranged
by the World Federation of
the United Nations Associa-
tions at Unesco’s request.

ART AND EDUCATION:
Major problems of art educa-
tion and the variety of methods
open to teachers are discussed
in a book just published by
Unesco. “Education and Art",
a work of 130 large format pages,
with many colour ana black-
and-white illustrations, is a
symposium of essays on aspects
of art through education, con-
tributed by more than 40 spe-
cialists. Contributors include
Henri Matisse, Sir Herbert Read
and Jean Piaget. (Some of these
articles in abridged form were
included in the October 1953
issue of The <ourier, whaose
theme for that month was “Art
and Education”.)

* M. DUPONT’'S SHAKE-
SPEARE: To enable French
people who lack a wide
knowledge of English to
appreciate some of the mas-
terpieces of English litera-
ture in the original text, a
Paris publisher 1s now print-
ing simplified and’interpre-
tative versions of English
classics. In a column be-
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side the original text are
given the explanation and
pronunciation of the more
difficult words, and footnotes
explain unusual grammatical
constructions. First 1o be
published is Lamb’'s “Tales
from Shakespeare”.

U NBLOCKING CULTURE:
The Canadian and Italian Go-
vernments have made a special
cultural exchange agreement.
Blocked Canadian dollar credits
in Ttaly will be used to set up
& Canadian cultural foundation
in Rome and for study research
by Canadians in Italy. In Mont-
real, an Itallan Cultural In-
stitute will be established at
Italian Government expense to
carry on similar activities in

June. From an initial 110,000
books, the library’s stock is ex-
pected to grow to 600,000. Other
library facilities will include an
auditorium, children’s hibrary, a

library on Berlin history, music -

and record collections, as well
as a listening room.

v’

% AFRICAN ART FESTI-
VAL: A Festival of the Arts
aimed at showing the hinks
between past art forms of
Eastern Nigeria and its pre-
sent-day culture has been
held in this African territory.
Ezhibitions by artists, crafts-
men, sculptors and photogra-
phers, performances by thea-
trical, musical and dance
groups, and broadcasts by
writers, poets and musicians

Byelorussia and the Ukraine.

U. S. S. R., Byelorussia and Ukraine
become members of Unesco

On April 21 the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics formally joined
Unesco. Under the Unesco Constitution any member of the United
Nations can become a member of Unesco simply by signing the Consti-
tution and depositing an instrument of acceptance.
was created at a conference in London in 1946, its Constitution is in
the sofe keeping of the British Foreign Office. Mr. Malik, Ambassador
of the Soviet Union in Great Britain, on the instructions of his Govern-
ment signed the Constitution at the Foreign Office on April 21,

Three weeks later, on .May 12, Mr. Malik returned to the Foreign
Office to sign Unesco’s Constitution on behalf of the Governments of
The addition of the three states now
brings Unesco’s membership to 72,

Because Unesco

Canada. The two governments
will co-operate in spreading
knowledge of each other's ways

of life and culture, and in ex-

changing scientific publications
and techniques as well as teach-
ing materials.

x IN THE EDITOR’S
CHAIR: A group of Danish
schoolchildren were recently
given a free hand to produce
their own newspaper by the
editor and staff of a leading
Copenhagen daily. Aided by
journalists, they wrote arti-
cles and news iltems, took
photos and assisted in the
typeselting and proof read-
ing. Their newspaper was
published as a supplement to
the regular morning paper.

LIBR.ARY FOR BERLIN:
One of Europe’s largest free
public libraries, built and partly
stocked with U.S. aid funds, will
be opened in West Berlin in

" were included in the Festival,
the second of ils kind in this
region.

BOOKETERIAS: People
shopping in three of the super-
markets—the TUnited States’
self-service food shops—in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, can also draw
books-from self-service libraries
there which have been dubbed
“Booketerias”. The supermar-
kets agreed to allot space for
books because branch libraries
are lacking in outlying districts.
Shoppers fill'in a library regi-
stration form and help them-
selves to three books. When
they return the books, they also
put back a book card and mark
the date. If they have exceed-
ed ten days they work out the
fine and deposit the money in
a fine box.

* WORKING THEIR WAY:
To earn money for their stu-
dies, Dutch university stu-

dents in Amsterdam run their
own cinema which is admine
istered by a special founda-
tion that includes professors,
businessmen and student re-
‘presentatwes. Only the ma-
nager and chief projectionist
are professionals, all work-
ers being students for whom
part-time work is indispen-
sable if they are to continue
their studies.

ALL ABOUT BOOKS: An
Italian information service on
international children’s Iitera-
ture has been set up in Florence
to give Iftalian and foreign pub-
lishers news about the best
Ifalian books for children. Be-
sides keeping in contact with
specialists 1n children’s litera-
ture in other countries, the ser-
vice will also survey the read-
ing tastes of children, promote
the setting up of children’s lib-
raries, prepare bibliographies
and will establish a manuscript
reading service.

% UNIVERSITY THEA-
TRES: Thealre companies
from unwersities all over the
world have been discussing
theaire problems and tech-
niques al an international
conference on student drama
presentations held in Parma,
Italy. The meeting was or-
ganized by the Piccolo Tea-
tro Stabile, the student
theatre of the University of
Parma. .

BOOKS FLY CHEAPLY:
Books sent by air between Eu-
ropean countries now benefit
from a special air-freight rate
fifty per cent lower than normal
cargo rates according to a de-
cision by the International Air
Transport Association (IATA).
This action which forms part of
Unesco’s programme to reduce .
postal, tariff and transport ob-
stacles to the international cir-
culation of educational mater-
ials, was taken by an IATA
conference at Unesco's request.

% CARDS FIGHT DISEASE:
Enough money to immunize
2,000,000 children against tu-
berculosis, or to cure 750,000
young victims of the crip-
pling yaws disease—this is
the profit balance realized by
the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) in a
worldwide sale of 2,000,000
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