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““Associated Schools”’,

1
Courier we examined the outlook '
Sor and major trends in educa-

IN the May issue of the Unesco

tion; in this present issue we focus at- '
tentton on possible strategies of ac-
tion in this complex field.

Education is a fundamental human

right and a key element in overall
world development; yet despite the ef-
Jorts and resources deployed, too
many obstacles still hinder educa-
tional advance. To overcome these
obstacles, Unesco is relentlessly pur-
suing the task of analysing the prob-
lems of education and implementing
solutions on a world scale. The ex-
amples given throughout these pages
of educational projects to which
Unesco
assistance and support provide some
idea of the solid progress being
achieved in a wide range of Member
States. .. . .

is bringing its active

The international network of

in which

children are encouraged to take their
first steps along the path to peace and
international understanding by learn-
ing to respect the identity of other
peoples, in all their diversity, is but
one reflection of Unesco’s goal of
linking education with life, and at
every stage of life. And this
strategy—creation of the strongest
possible links between school and
society so as to favour group and in-
dividual fulfilment—Iis an underlying
theme of all our articles.

Though it was touched upon in
May, readers may be surprised that
no mention is made here of the strug-
gle against illiteracy. This is because it
is our intention, in the near future, to
draw up a comprehensive, detailed
balance sheet of what has been ac-
compltshed in this vital area.

Our purpose in opening this issue
with an examination of ‘‘lifelong
education” is to stress the need for a
thorough democratization of educa-

tion. The improvement of existing
Jorms of teaching—the transmission -.
of knowledge, professional training,
arousal of general awareness—and
the elimination of any form of
discrimination against any particular
group, necessary though these may
be, are not enough. All educational
possibilities, whether traditional or
modern, formal or non-formal, ex-
isting or yet to be, must be increased
and intensified.

Only by adopting this strategy of
action, one which Unesco has follow-
ed since its inception, will it be possi-
ble to end the compartmentalization
and eliminate the injustices of the
world’s education systems.

Front cover: A student of architecture at
work in an UNRWA (United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East) school in Jordan. Photo
Gérard © ANA, Paris.

Back cover: a calligraphy competition, in
Tokyo. Photo Charlier © ANA, Paris































Extracurricular activities

B The organization of model assemblies of United Na-
tions bodies has been an effective way to give students
better insight on how international conferences and
debates are conducted.

B Unesco clubs, and art, music and drama circles have
provided excellent opportunities for cultural activities
and community-oriented activities.

B Participation in fund-raising campaigns such as the
Unesco Co-operative Action Programme/Associated
Schools Guatemala Project (to provide educational
equipment and materials for schools) can further interna-
tional co-operation and learning about other countries
and people.

B Exchange programmes of teachers and/or students
between schools in different cities or countries can serve
as a positive framework within which to promote educa-
tion for international understanding.

B Successful visits have been made to the headquarters
and regional and national offices and project sites of in-
ternational organizations by school teachers and
students.

B Since international understanding begins at home,
students might wish to conduct surveys and interviews
in their community in order to learn more about their im-
mediate environment as well as to carry out development
projects for improving their surroundings.

In view of the increasing number of schools in Unesco
Member States taking part in the Project and the
numerous reports of activities submitted by schools to
the Secretariat, the actual record of the Associated
Schools Project during its first twenty-five years is
positive, revealing as it does a community of views re-
garding such education, and clearly indicating the
multitude of teachers and students who are convinced
that it is necessary, if not vital, and who are willing to
devote themselves to its attainment. |

THE
CHILOREN'S
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by Marcel Canetti

young people of today refuse to participate in a world
unsuited to their aspirations. Their horizons blocked, the
Suture heavy with menace, they are oriented rtowards
discouragement, to dropping out or to violence rather than
towards a zest for life. Adults react by withholding their con-
fidence, a dynamic is created and the generation gap widens.

Such a structure is unacceptable in the present world situa-
tion which cries out for collaboration between the generations.
It is to bring about this rapprochement, to encourage everyone
to contribute to the righting of the situation, that an associa-
tion, The Children’s Way, has been created.

I N the certainty that they are powerless to change it, the

Among the measures the association proposes are:

* Adoption of a ten-point text demanding due respect for the
younger generation so that young people will not find
themselves unwittingly or unwillingly dragged into a situation
Srom which there is no way out.

* An end to the many conferences on disarmament which have
Sailed to prevent the world arsenal from increasing millions
of times in the last twenty-five years, and their replacement
by a change in tone in newspapers and television pro-
grammes. To put out a fire water hoses must be directed to
the base and not to the top of the flames. At the base, at the
grass-roots, is to be found that state of mind which is, to a
large extent, the product of what each one of us reads and
hears. )

e Encouragement of entente and a halt to rivality in all those
domains where international competition is rampant 50 as to
avoid the discouragement of peoples who, each day, have to
JSace up to increasingly difficult situations.

* Encouragement, beginning with those of school age, of a new
understanding of the concept of self-preservation. Qur grow-
ing interdependence nieans that it is no longer possible for an
individual or a country to build walls high enough to form
a shield against others. Good relations between men are no
longer a luxury, they have become a vital necessity.

* A shift in priorities in schools towards greater motivation. A
passion or a high degree of interest in an activity seems to be
nore important than a high level of knowledge. Such a
switch in priorities could have the effect of making individual
interests coincide more closely with those of society. |

MARCEL CANETTI, French engineer and former mathematics
. teacher, is the founder of The Children’s Way association, the
headquarters of which are at Meudon {France}.
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» dent can sit for an examination at the
fourth grade level and if he passes can at-
tend a complementary school before
entering normal formal schooling. In
Tunisia Qur’anic schools were incor-
porated into modern formal schooling
immediately after independence in 1956.
It is known that the ulemas or teachers in
the religious schools resisted French
colonization.

In Indonesia the Ministry of Religion
was responsible for some 19,000 schools

with about three million pupils in 1979, .

at a time when the country’s total
number of primary level pupils stood at
twenty-two million. Indonesia and Niger
are countries where there is no
discrimination whatever between the
Qur’anic school student and the formal
education student. But uniting the
various trends and policies regarding

Qur’anic schools there is an overriding
attitude of respect, and even reverence.

However, difficult problems have
arisen, particularly in Africa and South-
east Asia. For one thing modern educa-
tion with a European pattern has inun-
dated the Muslim world and has had a
strong polarizing effect on resources.
Modern formal education gets practical-
Iy the whole of the State educational
budget while the Qur’anic school still
depends on private donations and im-
poverished trusts. Qur’anic schools in
some countries occupy small, over-
crowded rooms with poor and primitive
equipment. People support the
Qur’anic, the Government supports the
formal school.

In some countries two or more
streams of education exist, separated by
an unbridgable gap. This creates in-

equality of opportunities and influences
currents of thought and prospects.

Difficulties also arise concerning the
meaning and understanding of the texts
beacause of the difference between
modern Arabic and the seventh-century-
AD Arabic in which the Qur’an was
written.

But the most important problem of all
is the tension in some Muslim countries
today between three types of language:
the official language, which is either
French or English; the vernacular, which
is the mother tongue of everyday living;
and the Arabic language of Islam and
the Qur’an. To be torn between three
very important options, one dear to the
student’s creed, one for daily life, and

" one for official use, creates a problem

which is difficult to overcome.
W Abdul Aziz El Koussy

Ghana’s university of
sclence and technology

by Frank Obed Kwami

at Kumasi, Ghana, was established in 1961, the Act of

Incorporation specified that the objectives the
University should follow in its academic pursuits should be of
relevance to the needs and aspirations of Ghanaians. This ap-
parently axiomatic statement reflects a very real difficulty which
Saced many establishments of higher education in countries emerg-
ing from the colonial past and which the history of the UST
illustrates.

The UST is the successor to the Kumasi College of Technology
which was founded in 1952 and which was recognized by London
University, in the United Kingdom, as a college providing training
in engineering leading to the London University B.Sc. degree.
Even after Ghana achieved independence (in 1957) and after the
newly established UST was in a position to award its own degrees,
examinations were conducted by external examiners from the U.K.
to ensure standards equivalent to those of British universities on
which formal recognition of the UST engineering degree by British
professional institutions depended.

w HEN the University of Science and Technology (UST)

1t was soon clear that as long as this arrangement continued the
necessary flexibility in the adaptation of curricula and syllabuses
to reflect national development needs could not exist. Further-
more, while the majority of the teaching staff and heads of depart-
ments were expatriates, there persisted a residual feeling that a
shifting of educational objectives to reflect these needs was
synonymous with falling standards.

In 1969, the University Council set up a Committee to evaluate
the University’s past record and to identify areas in which the
University could make significant future contributions to the
economic, industrial and social development and advancement of
the country. One of the recommendations made by the Committee
was the establishment of a technology Consultancy Centre, a novel

FRANK OBED KWAMI, of Ghana, is head of the mechanical
engineering department, dean of the facuity of engineering, and
acting vice-chancellor of the University of Science and Technology,
Kumasi, Ghana. He has undertaken a number of missions for the
Government of Ghana, for Unesco and other U.N. agencies.

Sform of University institution for technology transfer, whose mis-
sion is to collaborate with all departments of the University, to
keep the outside community informed of their resources and ex-
pertise and to help them to develop technologies of use to the na-
tion as a whole. In addition, the Centre receives requests for advice
on problems from the outside community which it channels back
to the department of the University concerned.

During 1972 and 1973, the Faculty of Engineering initiated a
thorough review of its curricula and methods so as to make them
more relevant to the country’s development needs. Students follow
a four-year degree programme. During their second semester
students receive practical training in the Faculty’s workshops and
laboratories where they are introduced to mechanical and electrical
workshop practice, production activities, civil engineering con-
struction work and field work in surveying. During vacations they
attend training courses at carefully selected industrial enterprises
under close supervision of the teaching staff. Field trips to in-
dustrial organizations and engineering sites are organized regularly
Sor each class.

A striking innovation is the setting up of production units within
the departments of the Faculty. These are virtually mini-enterprises
in which products developed in the departments are produced on
a semi-commercial basis. The units provide students with training
in such fields as work study, production control and management
and familiarize them with all the processes of engineering
manufacturing from production to the marketing stage.

The final year of the degree course is devoted to work on major
projects which are carefully screened by a panel of teachers ac-
cording to criteria which take into account their local relevance an
engineering content. ‘

In making this review and adaptation of its curricula and
methods the prime objective of the Faculty of Engineering was to
match its education and training programmes to the needs of na-
tional development without loss of academic standards. In 1983,
with established Departments in civil, mechanical, electrical and
electronic, geodetic and chemical engineering, with a student body
of over 800, and a seventy-strong teaching and research staff 90 per
cent of whom are Ghanaian, the Faculty believes that it has suc-
cessfully achieved this goal. |
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